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PERTH MAJOR SPORTS STADIUM — BURSWOOD PENINSULA SITE 

17. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 

In December last year, the Premier announced the precise site of the new major sports stadium on the Burswood 

peninsula. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, my precise response at this point will be to formally call you to 

order for the first time today, along with the member for Mandurah and the member for Willagee. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Despite the interference I am suffering in asking this question, as we know, in December 

last year, the Premier went out to Burswood and announced the precise location of the new stadium. Since then, 

significant planning has been undertaken as part of the process of building Perth’s new stadium. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I have said it once today already. I say it again now, and if I have to do this again, it will be the 

end of question time today. If members want question time to proceed, I suggest to them that they do not 

interrupt the person on their feet asking questions. If I have to stand again in this place today while someone is 

asking a question because they have been interrupted, it will be the end of today’s question time. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Since the Premier announced in December last year the site of the new major stadium on 

the Burswood peninsula, significant planning work has been undertaken. Could the minister please outline to the 

house details of this planning? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 

I thank the member for South Perth for his question and also for his great assistance on one of the major projects 

in Perth for the future. The Burswood peninsula is the right site for Perth’s new major stadium. It is a site that, 

along with other projects, will help in transforming Perth. It is a decision for the future. One of the good things 

about the site is that it is an unconstrained site. It will form an iconic part of Perth. The site is owned by the 

government, which is really important when doing these big projects. It will link the other major projects 

rejuvenating Perth, including the Perth Waterfront project, the Perth City Link project, the riverside development 

et cetera. 

I know that the opposition supports the Subiaco site. That site may have worked. As I have said all along, all 

sites have their merits. But I thoroughly believe that that site is outdated. It is a landlocked site and has limited 

development opportunity. It would require land resumption and would interrupt the Australian Football League 

season. One of the things I have learnt is that it ignores the trends around the world for creating new precincts 

around stadiums that really make a stadium relevant for much more than 40 days a year. 

As the member for South Perth knows, there are no show stoppers on the Burswood site. Extensive geotechnical 

examination and work have been done. Yes, further geotechnical work will be undertaken, but that is all part of 

the detailed planning that we said we would undertake, and that is what we are doing. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Subiaco Oval will be retained as a community asset. I think it will be a very important 

community asset, especially as a community football centre of excellence. It will be a much better use of the site. 

We are also seeing a lot of our West Australian Football League grounds being incorporated into community 

operations. I think it definitely is the way to go in planning our sporting precincts in Perth.  

Can I just confirm, member, that since the December announcement and indeed since the Premier’s original 

announcement in June 2011, we have done exactly what we said we were going to do—a thorough and properly 

thought-out planning and consultation process. This is really important. One of the things we learnt on our trip 

that was reinforced time and again was the importance of planning and getting it right and taking the time to do 

that. The appointment of global firm Populous — 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The member needs to hear about Populous. The appointment of global firm Populous as 

architectural consultants is really a significant part of the process. It has been involved in many of the world’s 

best stadium developments including Wembley, the new Olympic stadium in London, Yankee Stadium in New 

York and Etihad and Suncorp in Australia. It has great form and great stadiums. We promised the best in this 

stadium and I think with the appointment of Populous we are certainly going to be delivering just that in the 

initial design stage. Populous has already been talking to the stakeholders and in the past four weeks it has 

conducted four special workshops for the people involved and the stakeholders et cetera. The reports back from 
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those meetings have been outstanding. Involving the stakeholders and outlining what is required and what needs 

to be done has been a really important process. I congratulate the department and the steering committee in their 

work in doing this.  

We have also appointed Chappell Lambert Everett as master planner for the project. Its task will be to determine 

the optimum use of the precinct, taking into consideration all the best land uses. As we have said many times, it 

is more than just the stadium; it is about the whole precinct. This will enable the stadium and the surrounding 

infrastructure development to be coordinated and efficient. It is going to be a fantastic precinct; the whole 

precinct will be outstanding.  

Over the coming months, further work will be conducted in the areas of financial modelling, geotechnical work 

on the northern nine of the golf course and the potential landing for where the access bridge comes into the area, 

and of course there will be transport and environmental studies. 

I was privileged to lead the government delegation of officials on a tour of the United States and United 

Kingdom in December last year. What we learnt on that trip I think is invaluable. One of the key points was that 

it is not just about looking at the stadiums. We were really fortunate to have the architects of the stadiums and 

the stadium managers with us, which was critical to take us through how the stadium was constructed, why they 

did certain things, those things that worked and those things that did not. I think that was very important. I do not 

want to take too much time, but we learnt the key points that it needs to be flexible and adaptable. The utilisation 

of technology, as I mentioned this morning, is really critical, and fan experience will be a lasting legacy of this 

project. I tabled a report on that trip earlier today and I suggest members look at that report as it will give them a 

great outline.  

Just in finishing, the culmination of the planning and consultation will be the completion of the project definition 

plan and this is being overseen by the cross-departmental steering committee. That will pull together all that 

work we said we would do from the 12 months from June 2011. It delivers on the commitments made by the 

Premier that we are getting the planning right to ensure that we deliver the best possible stadium for the public of 

Western Australia and the key sporting stakeholders. It is going to be a stadium that I think everyone here will be 

extremely proud of. 

 


